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While video games have dommated popular culture for decades some suggest that it was
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a coded language has been invented for the protection of the anonymity of individuals.

Through our research, we noticed that many Anti-ELAB protest games are strategic
or informative. Others are used for the documentation of real events, emotional release,
empowerment, and empathy building. For games that aimed to be released on commercial
platforms, proceeds from subscriptions were often donated to Spark Alliance, an organization
which finances bail payments for persons arrested in connection with Anti-ELAB protests.

However, mainstream game culture is one that is male-dominated and aggressive in nature.
Perhaps this is the reason why certain in-game protests, such as those in Minecraft and
GTA tend towards being superficial, but they nevertheless satisfy the need of mainstream
gamers — pro-democracy and pro-establishment supporters pick their respective avatars
(black-clad protesters or police) and re-enact vengeful fights to vent their anger. The game
industry is also sexist, exploitative and profit-driven. Major game developers or distributors
such as Blizzard, Nintendo, and Steam have already kowtowed to China without even issuing
a boilerplate PR statement about their political stance.

On the other hand, small indie protest-inspired games allow for more creativity, but because
of the lack of resources, playability is often compromised. Interestingly, in 2020 SAMPLE
magazine in Hong Kong commissioned and ‘released’ a series of curiously thoughtful game
concepts, including a newsgame that only exists on paper. Conceived after the Movement,
these games offer a stark contrast to the strategic but aggressive &% Online.

Siu2la3Bal issue#3 (possibly our last issue) is divided into 3 sections: Platinum Edition
documents notable video games that we found influential in understanding Hong Kong's
protest movement; Classic Edition lists small but creative indie protest-related games;
and Red Edition includes games that were developed by pro-Beijing or pro-establishment

.individuals. or companies.... . . . -« . . ..
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Since 2014, Hong Kong saw the emergence of numerous protest-inspired video games. Some
of them have already disappeared because of political reasons. This issue of Siu2ZLa3Bal seeks
to record these games, and to document how the protest movements in Hong Kong and video
games interact, influence and shape each other, with a focus on the Anti-ELAB Movement.

To date, close to ten video games have been developed in response to the Movement. On top
of this, protesters found ways to stage virtual demonstrations in existing games. We would say
that the two versions of &#% (heungl sing4) Online are the most imaginative and influential
protest ‘games’. The first version is a protest strategy guide in an Excel file released in the
very beginning of the Movement, and the second an information mobile app released when
street protests were heavily suppressed. Both versions assumed the form of a video game.
Players brought protests into the game world, while applying tactics from survival games in
real-life protests, thus blurring the fluid boundaries between the real and the virtual realms.
The destabilised boundary is also mirrored by the extensive use of ‘game speak’. Gaming
slangs and concepts have been integrated into daily discussions about the protest, almost as if

~Note:

1. For critical analysis about newsgames and other alternative game uses, please refer to the
highly recommended issue 21 (11-12 2020) of SAMPLE magazine.

2. Since this SiuZLa3Bal issue is about video games and the Anti-ELAB protest movement,
games that simply use Hong Kong as a backdrop are not included. For those who are
interested in that approach, please refer to “Why Is Hong Kong Such a Popular Video Game
Location?” on M+ Stories website; CUHK@Minecraft by a CUHK undergraduate (2020), and
Minecraft Rebuild HK (E##&#5t#]) by CubicHK (2020).

3. Eddie Lau’s essay about video games and Hong Kong politics has been an enlightening
source of information. It also mentioned more than 10 games that use Hong Kong as a
backdrop but which are set in the future. Hong Kong as part of China, as an independent
state, or as a battlefield with foreign peacekeeping troops due to domestic unrest in China...
multiple futures await. Please visit Eddie’s blog "Hong Kong in video games" for more
Information. 4
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nngng, 55— game ki (Hong Kong 97) #RIEA DD IELEDE ?

WE BRI, G 77 A2 M {E W] RE %R 50 B 58— £ [ & VI B0 il 3R AT B #R 1EE game 1fil BB
WA — L AERT X 25 K R BB, 575 (Hong Kong 97) BEAITA, W LA skip We &l

<
/]JO

We £ game 19954 #ff #Y, HH JufE M4 58 R friend FH @3 H WL IRE 5] () B8, k22 4 1iE
7% CLSWE )i game, {8 B0l b A, %K &, AR E game #F & B A K1, {H
2015448 Angry Video Game Nerd(AVGN) W& YouTube a8 ZUHE 1 1% BN G4 AL,
SCMP 20184 [H] JUAE B FMORRAR, IRKEAIED Nk,

fifl game ABEGRAE, 19974 B EMERZZ 2B, Shm iR, FBLIFRAEI
Tho AR B VS BUR 22 RCA/INGE R R ACBURK [ B VRGNS 4 1 20 Ao {H 3 e
R A, S NP (1 BSOS O R X AR VR ER AR [ B o

ZWE5 H, WaTtch 6% 7] LU 2005 [ i A gt (Hong Kong 97), 20194544 A4 i
(Hong Kong 2020), WA HREHI Sk rh T 7 Wi 22 H 144 WE [ B 3613 mg
T AR, i ORI (18 BESOE O M gy, WIHEHEMT TV 2. -t

Released in the 1990s, the game has nothing to do with the Anti-ELAB
Movement. However, it is included here because first of all we love it, and
it's probably safe to assume that Hong Kong 97 is the first-ever video game
that is set against the backdrop of Hong Kong's political future.

Hong Kong 97 is an unlicensed shoot’em up video game developed and
published by HappySoft, a doujin game developer, for Super Famicom.
Designed by the Japanese game journalist Kowloon Kurosawa, Hong Kong
97 was made in two days with the help of his friend. This game has gained
cult status and it shot to fame in 2015 after ‘Angry Video Game Nerd’
(AVGN) published a review on YouTube. Some have labelled it as one of

the worst games ever made.

The game takes place in China in 1997 during the handover of Hong Kong
from the United Kingdom. Facing increased crime rate in Hong Kong due to
an influx of immigrants from Mainland China, the Hong Kong government
hires Chin, a super-powerful relative of Bruce Lee and a heroin addict, to
kill the entire population of China; at the same time, the deceased Tong
Shau Ping is resurrected in a secret project conducted by the Chinese
government as an 'ultimate weapon'.

To date, different versions of Hong Kong 97 are available on Itch, including
Hong Kong 2020 (Sadsoft. Microsoft Windows: 2019). This new iteration
continues the story of Hong Kong 97, but set in the year 2020. Li Chin is
called upon by Hong Kong Anti-ELAB protesters to help fight for basic
human rights. The player needs to fight against Hong Kong police and tanks
from the People's Liberation Army. Mao Say Dong has now replaced Tong
Shau Ping as the “ultimate weapon”.
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MOD Bd##& MOD DEVELOPER:
k% ANONYMOUS
BEPEEFPLATFORMS: MS WINDOWS
FIHHHRELEASE DATE: 2015

EEmEVI1 — EES
Hong Kong Warriors V1.1
— Umbrella Revolution

2015/01/12

20114 Ju 5 JE B SR [ BR WA 9 N - 888 57 el 8 D v 24 [R50 Ok e o SO S 1 3 58
PoH RS, BN AT s (R B ), SRR MAR20154FR 4 A MOD I B fi%
), SR (HFE V1] — WAy, WAASRMIA28H =127 15H M4 ¥y
WM BE AL 5 0 9. 28 G LI, 10,38 A A TEMEES . 10.15% L1k 2 WL IEBE.
112605 05 (5 ME 2 . A 4T 35 BE4T B -, IR SSHRE T8, HHAE (%2 08 o1 3 24
Jiiam. ML OO, R LUEEE R R BUGT. FEAG, SR B, kA
KIS, HBRP BT, # game [B]l— B BRIE G2 2208 2, A7 TREm, 13
B, BB, B, BOREE, AEEIKEEE A% T AR, KERASFHEA
B, TR, S, NERERERE S AT A

6L, &AM post AR TLENEE #8IE facebook poitt (FHFEHEEE) #iE, EA AR
B A R ) F

W {1 B 5 15, 4 FR M AEGER 20194718 (& S online) — & - i B it (FH B I ),
20194 B FRATFHH (F K online) .

The Hong Kong Warriors series is an indie game modified from the turn-
based strategy game Res Publica Sinarum (aka. Age of 1911, K B f& %)
(Microsoft Windows: 2009). While the plot of Res Publica Sinarum unfolds
against the political history of Taiwan, Hong Kong Warriors is a strategic
game that serves as a documentation of events that took place during the
Umbrella Revolution that lasted from 28th Sep to 15th Dec 2014, from the
firing of the first tear gas in Admiralty to police-triad collusion and ‘Shopping
Revolution' [ & 15 [ | in Mong Kok. Gamers can choose to play the role of
the Government, Pro-Establishment Camp, Peaceful Camp, Regular Civilian,
Student Group, or even the CCP.

Information of the game can be found on the website of Res Publica
Sinarum. The game has a strong nativist undertone, featuring more than
100 different scenarios based on real debates and political concerns. This
series could easily be the precursor of Heung Sing Online, as Hong Kong
Warriors was publicised on *HKGolden in 2015 while Heung Sing Online was
prevalent on *LIHKG in 2019.

*HKGolden is an online forum much like reddit and was important during the Umbrella
Movement. It was also the precursor of LIHKG.

*LIHKG is also an online forum. With a more sophisticated system than HKGolden, LIHKG had
been highly influential, generating protest images, slogans, discussions and strategies during the
Anti-ELAB Movement.
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EAEEV3.0.5 — KEER
Hong Kong Warriors V3.0.5
— Reclaim Sheung Shui

2015/06/18

Ofldl H #%, E R 32 PR IEAE B B e (i I V3.0.5 — AREFIN), WA (M
i) W%, (HEIEATE), S RENRIE, Bl R Wen KBEAR 7S, DA mr LE A
AR, BRI, BER, RRIELBUR . R DRIRE, SRR LRI, -

Hong Kong Warriors V3 is a reaction against the issue of parallel traders in
Sheung Shui, Hong Kong. Published 5 months after V1, this version seems to
have a stronger nativist presence, even though the plot is not as complex as
V1.«
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THIH, #¥H post [REAEEHIEE (RIOT — Civil Unrest) S8R B4 X
il o (RIOT — Civil Unrest) [RI4E2H HEH, 028 A BT S T LIRS 5 HH 7 4 1th
PR EE R RO E), fEh TR SRS R AT, BT AT DAZE AR U 1 B WAL
HOEBUG, E AT AR B ORI SR 22, PEBE A 15-ME B DL K 7 i
IS4 I 0 L MR SR VR PR B T DR IR IR AR B, it A e
BRE S AR R, B R, [TE)HBRVEE TS 2E, (b B 58 1T B Air A 1 et
B R R, BB vl LA AR S5 R L B R R A T 8l v W S S [ e

e £ game " developer Leonard Menchiari 7 %8 vl LUAH ¥ rf 37 1 52 B3R gk 8P,
ZAn YouTube gameplay video #ifRIEZIE 4%,

Riot: Civil Unrest blends real-world protests from recent history with
objective-based strategy gameplay. The game references four major civil
unrests: Arab Spring in Egypt, No TAV in Italy, 15-M movement (Indignados)
in Spain, and the Anti-Landfill protests (Keratea) in Greece. The director
of the game Leonard Menchiari has experienced riots personally and Riot
was created as a way to tell the stories of these events. The gamer can pick
between playing as police or rioters. Playing as either side will even tell the
gamer about the public’s opinion on how they handled the demonstrations.
The game aims to depict scenarios in a neutral manner, allowing gamers to
explore both sides of the conflict. (Interestingly, most YouTube gamers turn
out to be on the side of the police.)

Riot was released in February 2019. It was highly recommended by LIHKG
as early as June 2019 when Anti-ELAB protests broke out. Protesters,
whether they belong to the peaceful camp or the radical camp, were
encouraged to learn different tactics from the game.
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%2 DEVELOPER: PUBG CORPORAT

MVEFAPLATFORMS: MICROSOFT WINDOWS, ANDROID, IO,
XBOX ONE. PLAYSTATION 4, STADIA

% HEIRELEASE DATE: 20 DECEMBER 2017

i

B, WRE BT EE B R . BEE T BT, BB 2 DI, B
FrE —REE LIS BIAG, B ERARER. 8. 9A BT A E N &% PUBG
At SR A R SRS, 1P BRI 2 5T A pick up. TEBERCH IKF, JR AT USRS, &
TR 3 57 H AN ASE ARG H 2198, A Bes s HLE 0 O 2l 1
WK 7 R I Rt A C A, i EOR W7 4R A S K R Sl A AR A WA [ £
AAlAG ] A7k T ARG | 8 A R,

S % A B B [RGB £k, 1B NGRS, W2 PP EERE N AT —X, 3T
TP LB R —7d teamwork. K22, BHEFEEE S ARG A 7 Mf 7 FH I 142 et
HARGEH SRR [ 382 HUV NI RSk | MEEIES 1y, HER [k, Eh
F¥% War Game ¥ (B85 2 17 58 G M 7, {RIHEEEDESR, Gl
JER DR foh 23 BB YOG ), DR WG AL 23 7y EH 35, War Game #15%, EEH S Elx
AR, TG, FRRYORN KRG E), FRIE RSG5 [T &S | (Otaku
War) .

Hong Kong protesters borrowed tactics from the popular online multi-
player battle royale game PlayerUnknown's Battlegrounds(PUBG). In the
early days of the movement, supplies stations were systematically organised
at protest sites. Protesters communicated with each other using hand
signs to indicate which item were to be passed down a human chain to
those in need. When police began to crack down on these supplies stations,
protesters resorted to leaving supplies such as helmets, masks, umbrellas,
water and first aid Kits along the roadside, especially near plant troughs for
other protesters to pick up. In fact, this tactic had been adopted as early
as June, when protesters felt that passing down supplies via a human chain
was too time-consuming. It was also an effective way to recycle supplies,
as protesters could just leave their helmets and umbrellas on the roadside
as they retreated, so that others who were short of these gears could pick
them up.

Some extrapolate that as many protesters are from a generation that grew
up with video games, team coordination, tacit knowledge, and tactical
awareness have already taken root in these protesters’ consciousness.
Adopting tactics such as the one in PUBG therefore comes as no surprise.

In October 2019, Japanese writer/journalist Minetoshi Yasuda came to Hong
Kong to research about the protest for Bungeishunja. After conducting a
series of interviews with frontliners, he concluded that protesters were
familiar with military tactics because many of them were already players of
survival games and fans of Japanese manga and anime. He called the protest
movement ‘Otaku War'. «
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ARG, (FIR Online) WIEMR —% game, i LR —HPTFHE A E Excel file,
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20194E7H19H, # B M EAHC Hipost: 35 HBSFTBIBESE 2 R, FF (&} & 5%
1 Online Game. FH{PLSim City, FARBHEERMRIEEK i & #F#K Online Game, B
BRI, BUAERCE, RBIRSM. TR RS RN K R NT
5, R BEHEEERIL, A BRI BA Tk E B R R%, SRk
Ferm G T, FA% Web App, TR orikiel % WA el i 88 0E 4Find, i
R E I !

(T %k Online ) % [ W 4 B I FH FT A8 0EE ML & 25 1F 2% X ai dm 037 SR IS WEE practice,
(9% Online) TR KT TE WEHTTEERR 171, -

Technically speaking, Heung Shing Online is not a game. It is a highly
informative strategy guide in an Excel sheet with detailed descriptions of
gears and tactics needed for different levels of participation in the protest.
However, the terminology and logic follow that of a video game.

The excel sheet begins with the following:

‘Disclaimer: We urge all netizens to be clearheaded. Please distinguish
reality from fantasy. Don't indulge in gaming to excess. This webpage is
only for the purpose of gaming. We don't instigate nor encourage violent
acts nor criminal behaviour in real life. We take no legal responsibility In
the usage of the content of this webpage’

On 19 July 2019, one month into the Anti-ELAB movement, an LIHKG
member posted about their idea of creating an online game like Sim City
that mimics street protests in Hong Kong. In the same LIHKG post, they
also uploaded the above-mentioned Excel file.

Heung Shing Online was never meant to be a real game and only the
strategy guide exists. However, it was labelled by pro-Beijing media as
the ‘Biggest real life RPG (role-playing game)’ that instigates violence
against police. They regarded the strategy guide as a training manual for
frontliners, especially secondary school kids who ‘do not’ have the ability to
distinguish reality from fantasy.

In the following months, netizens continued their discussions of strategies
on LIHKG with gaming slangs as if the protest was a real RPG. This was
perhaps to minimise the risk that one day the posts would be used against
these individuals in court.

To date, the Excel file can still be found on LIHKG.
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FHHRELEASE DATE: 7 OCTOBER 2019
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FrUEE — W SCIRPUTT IS, DR LRI & B IR R

(HRERC AT L) $REE — & 2T RIPUT A BIWE game, # 2 FH 38 1% 518 Spinner of
Yarns & % 75 208 a] LUK 24 [BIBESCE | o al 15 2 game 1A 5 = H 5t 8% Google
TEE XA A v BB TR .

(Heot, ERHEHEAEERME, Brn s Byt E A (HKmap live BT BIE]),
IRAEI0HOH 8% Apple LA T HILASHE S (REE 7, iy Adv e s | TR, ) -

Developed specifically in English, LIHKG voted this role-playing mobile app
game as “the biggest international promotional campaign in the world” for
the ongoing protest movement. Released in early October 2019, the game
was suspended from Google Play three days after its launch.

The Revolution of Our Time 1 is a choice-based story game where the
player takes on the role of a Hong Kong protester. The protagonist in
the game is tired and frustrated from the failure of the 2014 Umbrella
Movement in seeking universal suffrage, but is considering participation
in the scheduled protest on 9 June 2019 amid the increasingly fractious
extradition bill debate. Each decision has consequences for the city's public
opinion, for the player’s skills and attributes, and even for his romantic
relationships. As with real Hong Kong protesters, the player can buy
protective gear and weapons. But likewise, there is the ever-present danger
of arrest, death, a total loss of public support, and even — if the bill is passed
— extradition to China.

(HKmap.live, a web mapping service which crowdsources and tracks the
location of protesters and police in Hong Kong was also removed by Apple
on 9 October 2019) «
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CONTROVERSY
Pl — [ IR | 221

£HHE EVENT DATE: 6 OCTOBER 2019

e entry IEFREIN CMEA D), MitRBR game industry.

215 (A EGEE ) 20194710 HOSR 8247 HLFE, ARG [ 5T ] Wt 7 W8 3% T Blitzchung
WRFE PR ah i rh i [DETE A& |, Bl ses [ B0 ] Blizzard HUH RS M A4% 4,
FPEG N MRS [ 23 | M M.

AR, [HaHF ] Z %5 B Unnamed Protester [H Bk BA #F (18 & ¥ Liberate
Hong Kong) VR game.

This entry is not about the game of Hearthstone itself, but rather the role
the game industry plays in times of gaping political division.

On 6 October 2019, during the Hearthstone Grandmasters streaming event
in Taiwan, a professional Hearthstone player and resident of Hong Kong
known as “Blitzchung”, was being interviewed following his match, during
which he donned a mask similar to those worn by Hong Kong protesters
and said “Liberate Hong Kong, Revolution Of Our Times”. The stream was
cut off shortly after. The following day, on 7 October, Blizzard announced that
Blitzchung had been banned from the current tournament, and he would
be banned from other Grandmaster tournaments for one year. Prize money
earned (approximately US$4,000 by that point) would also be forfeited.

0L w0,
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Liberate Hong Kong is a 3D single-player third-person simulation video game
developed during the Anti-ELAB protests. The game simulates the protests
environment of Hong Kong, and the protagonist is an unarmed and unnamed
protester.

In 2019, a group of Hong Kong activists have developed a homemade
computer game that uses virtual reality to recreate what it is like to take
part in the Anti-ELAB protests. Put together in less than a week, Liberate
Hong Kong allows gamers to don a VR headset and dodge tear gas and
rubber bullets during a night-time clash in the district of Mong Kok, a
regular scene of battles between police and protesters in the real world.
Unlike Hong Kong's frontline protesters in the real world - who often hurl
bricks and petrol bombs at police and trash pro-China businesses — players
are not allowed to engage in violence themselves. Instead, they have to
throw away incoming tear gas rounds, avoid rubber bullets using a road-sign
shield or a well-timed dodge, and run away when police charge.

The developers said that they decided to create the game after local
Hearthstone player Blitzchung was punished by Blizzard Entertainment
(please see above).

Jane Lam, one of the developers of the game said in an interview, “We want
to emphasise this is not a game. We don't want anyone to feel they have
achieved something in this virtual world. We hope they can return to streets
after playing this.” Lam admits that since the game doesn't indicate a clear
objective, gamers’ actions can only be reactive as it is against Steam’s policy
to attack police in a game. However, this somehow aptly reflects the helpless
sentiment of frontliners in a leaderless movement — the endless dodging of
tear gas and escaping from police without knowing where to go or when it is
the right time to quit.

Liberate Hong Kong was submitted to Itch after hearing nothing from Steam,
but the game is nowhere to be found today.
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In the app, protesters can find a timeline of major events, memes, protest
schedules, a list of frontliners’ tasks and a map of yellow shops (businesses
that support the movement). Once the gamer enters the app, they can create
their own character like in any other game. There are both tasks online
and in real life that the gamer can complete to gain experience points. For
online tasks, they can tweet info or ‘like” a post on other protest apps such as
LIHKG. As for real life tasks, they can participate in street protests or visit
yellow shops. Points are earned once a task is completed.

The app featuring online tasks was especially timely and crucial, as
COVID-19 broke out at around the same time. However, the app has been
taken down right after the implementation of the National Security Law on 1
July 2020, 4
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Grand Theft Auto is an open-world game that allows dozens of players to
explore and fight each other through the streets of a sprawling, fictional
American city. After the release of an expansion pack in December 2019,
gamers in Hong Kong noticed they could replicate the iconic garb of Hong
Kong's pro-democracy protesters, including black clothes, gas masks, and
yellow helmets. Hong Kong gamers then took to the fictional streets of
San Andreas to replicate their Hong Kong tactics, including trashing train
stations and petrol-bombing cop cars. At the same time, mainland Chinese
gamers responded by turning up en masse dressed as riot cops, resulting in
a massive in-game brawl. 4
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Minecraft is a sandbox video game developed by Mojang. Like Animal
Crossing: New Horizons, players in Minecraft's creative mode would stage
in-game political demonstrations, such as building slogan banners and
the black bauhinia flags, or have their avatars dressed up as black-clad
protesters. In the game’s multiplayer survival mode, players could re-enact
street clashes — pro-democracy protesters would burn the national flag of
China, while pro-Beijing players would attack protesters with tear gas.

However, Minecraft can also be used constructively as in the project
Minecraft+HK. The developer plans to rebuild Hong Kong in Minecraft
as a living interactive museum in order to preserve the history of the pro-
democracy movement by augmenting landmarks on the server with additional
context and information. Virtual rallies will also be made possible. The now
stagnant website ends with the slogan ‘Liberate Hong Kong  and we suspect
that the project was axed because of the National Security Law. 4
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Animal Crossing: New Horizons is a 2020 life simulation game developed
and published by Nintendo for the Nintendo Switch.

Since its release, Hong Kong protesters began to shift their protest actions
to the virtual world of Animal Crossing because of the restriction of public
gatherings in the name of health precaution against COVID-19. The game
was used by Hong Kong activists to spread pro-democracy messages, such
as designing flags with protest slogans, funeral photographs of Chinese
leader Xi Jinping, and launching “villain-hitting” sessions aimed at Hong
Kong's leader Carrie Lam.

Nintendo has told players to stop adding political content and in early April,
the game was removed from China's grey market e-commerce platforms
such as Tao Bao. Chinese gamers began to blame Joshua Wong for the ban,
as he also posted screenshots of protests in Animal Crossing. Wong then
shared photos of himself playing the game and 14 other games, urging China
to ban all these other popular games. 4
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Conceptualised in November 2019, Name of the Will is a 2D dark
atmospheric story-driven side-scroller video game. Set in 2029, the player
wakes up one day in a full head smiley mask in an unknown city that
resembles Hong Kong. Everyone in the city wears the same outfit, lives the
same repetitive routine, and is happy. The player has to dodge governors,
avoid suspicious people, establish connections with their neighbours, and
solve puzzles to collect intelligence. Name of the Will poses questions that
are pertinent to Hong Kong’s pro-democracy supporters who are now under
the shadow of the National Security Law—Should they leave or stay? Should
they sacrifice for the truth or choose a life of oblivion?

The Kickstarter campaign was launched in January 2021.
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HONG KONG
PRISON CASINO
F#EDEVELOPER: BT, HiF / — ¥ LA R
ALAN KWAN, YANG JING ?_.E.TTE.R(Z:I_ILT LIMITED

#ZiiHHRELEASE DATE
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Issue 21 of SAMPLE magazine worked with artist/game designer Alan
Kwan and writer/curator Yang Jing to develop a newsgame. The game
explores the intertextuality between journalism and video games, life in
prison and other social issues, with one of the characters being inspired by
Prof. Chan Kin-Man who was sentenced to sixteen months in prison for his
role in the Umbrella Movement. The other concept games featured in the
magazine were designed by three writers from Hong Kong.

= FEFE R
LEGACY OF DATURA

FA##& DEVELOPER: MIGHCTY
RAEFEPLATFORMS: MS WINDOWS/OSX

#ZiiHEARELEASE DATE: TBA
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F A4 Cyrus KL —UIENERR, HEAWCEERR, SCHEFTRIE A RICRIVRES ), BB A
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Developed in 2020 by a university student from Hong Kong, Legacy of
Datura is an indie 2D pixel-art fantasy RPG inspired by the 2019 protest
movement. The game started to crowdfund on Kickstarter in January
2021. The plot follows Cyrus, a secondary student who fell into a medieval
magical world. He stumbled upon the *721 Yuen Long attack as he returned
to the real world.
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ESCAPE FROM POLYTJ

FA## DEVELOPER: *AAMICI
BEFEPLATFORMS: WEB BROWSER

FHiHHRELEASE DATE: 2020
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Players in this game need to guide protesters to navigate inside sewers to
escape from the Polytechnic University of Hong Kong.

In November 2019, severe clashes with police broke out when protesters
gathered at the university to defend a roadblock. The police shot tear
gas and used water cannons to assault the protesters who responded by
throwing bricks and petrol bombs. Campus exits were quickly sealed off
to forbid protesters from leaving. After being trapped in the campus for
nearly 10 days, some protesters fled by abseiling from a bridge, while others
navigated through underground sewers.

ADD OIL GAME
HONG KONG

F## DEVELOPER: ANONYMOUS
BIEFEPLATFORMS: WEB BROWSER

#ZiiHEIRELEASE DATE: 2019

WEtE game MHE (TS ) EDTIAIRIERE B SR, T9REEDI —IK, A 2R [t
BB [TEB AP EE, R ORI R DR A | W [ ORERKR]
FOHK.

Players act us protesters and use the Angry Bird approach to help other
protesters escape from the police. The game is set in a multi-story shopping
arcade resembling Festival Walk. Pro-democracy banners and mascots can
be found in the scene, while the slogans ‘Five Demands, Not One Less” and
‘Liberate Hong Kong’ can be heard occasionally.
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HONG KONG PROTEST
STORY 2019

F# & DEVELOPER: SIMON BUT
BAEFFEPLATFORMS: WEB BROWSER

#ZFHiHEIRELEASE DATE: 2019
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This choice-based strategy game tells the story of how one could encourage

others to join the protest.

KARMA —
A VISUAL NOVEL
ABOUT A DYSTOPIA

F## DEVELOPER: HERSTORY INDIE GAME DEVELOPMENT
BAEFEPLATFORMS: MS WINDOWS, ANDROID

#ZiiHEIRELEASE DATE: 2019

(Karma) [ (4€) 5, bWz —(akEbiin i R A m, ARRIUABRBAETY
?T@O 1

The visual novel is inspired by the protests in Hong Kong through June and
July. The title screen of the game features the song Glory to Hong Kong.
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YELLOW UMBRELLA

FI###& DEVELOPER: AWESAFPP LIMITED
BAEFEPLATFORMS: 10§, ANDROID
#FHEIRELEASE DATE: 2014
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The satirical tower-defense game is similar to Plants vs Zombies and was
launched during the Umbrella Movement in 2014. It features pro-democracy
protesters headed by Joshua Wong standing behind steel barricades and
fending off violent attacks from riot police, triads, pro-establishment groups,
and Chief Executive CY Leung himself dressed as a wolf. Players use yellow
ribbons to “buy” defensive tools — umbrellas, money, and gold blocks — to
protect themselves from these attacks.

Developed in just five days, the game aimed to launch on 21 October 2014,
the same day when student leaders met with government officials for the
first time in a televised open debate. The game ends with the tagline, “This
is not a revolution, we ask for democracy and peace., reflecting the general
attitude of pro-democracy supporters at the time, which differs significantly
from present views.

This game was plagiarised and launched as Everyone hits the traitors by
pro-Beijing supporters in 2019.
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WAICH DOGS 2
BH#$& DEVELOPER: UBISOFT
BEFESEPLATFORMS: PLAYSTATION 4, XBOX ONE,

MS WINDOWS

ZHEIRELEASE DATE: 2016
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Developed by Ubisoft Montreal and published by Ubisoft, the game
1s set within a fictionalised version of the San Francisco Bay Area.
In 2016, posters that call for ‘True Universal Suffrage'(¥& % &%), and
‘Remembering Tiananmen (f5&750U) can be found in one scene where the
protagonist enters an American Chinese restaurant called Tiger Panda.
These posters were later removed by a software update.

UMBRELLA
REVOLIJTION:

THE VIDEO GAME

F## DEVELOPER: QUINN LACHLER
BEFEPLATFORMS: FLASH

FHiFHHRELEASE DATE: 2014

PR 42, Vet game fREH— 07 35 B E2LG 5 B 88, B fROVEZA T, AIEREK
B 18 A s K% fE Ik £ game, WA XFE . 5 game A ¥ W 42 ff experience
points, FFkEE—RfEIRBELA — 5, EHE N AR, -

“The player takes on the role of a protester who must defend against the police
who are throwing tear gas left and right in order to silence the movement.
As a way to protect himself, the player uses yellow umbrellas as a shield. The
player collects umbrellas as the movement builds up steam while trying to
dodge tear gas, sacrificing an umbrella if the player gets hit. Eventually after
some time, the amount of umbrellas suddenly surpasses that of the tear gas.
This is representative of the movement overcoming the establishment and
gaining momentum. If the player collects enough umbrellas, the revolution will
end in the victory of the protesters and new reforms will be passed.’

The game is no longer on Lachler’s website and only the above text
description is available.
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XLk S RED SPIDER 3
A HEROINE NEVER
DIES

F#4& DEVELOPER: STUDIO WASP
BEFEPLATFORMS: MS WINDOWS, OSX

FHHHRELEASE DATE: 2017

Studio wasp & —M HAindie game developer, #itRFEIZS ), CGrlik) /&
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Studio wasp is an indie game developer from Japan. Red Spider is a series of
noir style visual novels inspired by Hong Kong movies. It tells the story of
Yvet, an assassin in mainland China, who escaped and married the leader of
an underworld mob that operates in Kowloon, Hong Kong. Scenes from the
protest sites of Admiralty and Mong Kok during the Umbrella Movement
can be spotted in the game. 4
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FI##& DEVELOPER: AWESAPP LIMITED
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Lufsig is a stuffed toy wolf sold at IKEA. However, it became a symbol of
opposition to the Hong Kong government in 2013 after an incident during a
town hall event where a Lufsig was thrown by a protester at CY Leung. The
former Chief Executive had been nicknamed “the wolf” by his critics.

The game references the story of Little Red Riding Hood, and pokes fun at CY
Leung by having him play the Big Bad Wolf, Lufsig. The last level of the game
unleashes 689 wolves, 689 being another nickname of Leung.
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HONG KONG INFECTED

FI#&DEVELOPER: YYY INDUSTRY

HiHHRELEASE DATE: 2016
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The VR game Hong Kong Infected was featured in the Ani-Com show
(Animation-Comic-Game Hong Kong) in 2016. The game claimed to
be inspired by Umbrella Movement, but it is in fact merely a zombie
apocalypse in which a canister of mysterious gas is thrown into the crowd
and begins turning everyone (protesters, police and pro-Beijing lawmakers
alike) into mindless, bloodthirsty zombies. The political stance of the game
1s unclear and its intention seems dubious. We are not sure if the game has
been officially launched, despite its popularity in the trade show. 4
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SIREET FIGHTER II:
TURBO

BH5$ 2 DEVELOPER: C
FfEFATLATFORMS: NINTENDO SWITCH
HHHOEIRELEASE DATE: 2021
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Fei Long, a game character that is based on Bruce Lee, has appeared under
different flags since the game’s release. In the original 1994 arcade game,
he was under the British Hong Kong flag, and in 2018 the HKSAR flag. In
February 2021, Japanese gamers noticed that Capcom has changed the flag
yet again, and this time to the flag of China. Some criticised the ‘political
correctness’ of Capcom and wanted to boycott the game. 4
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